Te Tahuhu o
te Matauranga

Ministry of Education

1 August 2025

Tena koutou katoa e nga Rangatira no nga hau e wha
Greetings to you, the leaders from the four winds

On behalf of the Ministry of Education of Aotearoa New Zealand, itis a pleasure to extend a
warm invitation to you and all delegates of the International Confederation of Principals (ICP)
to the 2026 Convention, to be held in Tamaki Makaurau, Auckland, in September 2026.

The theme of the 2026 Convention, Purapura korari, ka rdia e te hau, the seeds of the flax
bush are dispersed by the wind is expressed through imagery associated with hau — the
wind. The same Pacific winds that brought the tangata whenua, the Maori people, to Aotearoa
also carried the earliest European explorers, settlers, allimmigrants. These winds now bring
you to Aotearoa — the land of the long white cloud.

The strength of the ICP lies in the rich opportunities it offers for sharing experiences and
collaborating on common challenges. This international gathering brings together thought
leadership and successful practices from across the globe, nurturing our shared aspirations
for student progress and achievement. The winds that unite us also carry the seeds of
innovation and inspiration, which you will take back to your own nations, strengthened and
refreshed.

This convention is hosted in Auckland, our City of Sails, New Zealand’s largest city. Auckland
is centred around the stunning Waitemata harbour, surrounded by beautiful beaches, and
home to a vibrant multicultural community. When not engaged in convention activities, we
encourage you to explore our culture, visit our schools in action, and enjoy the natural beauty
of our environment.

We extend our sincere thanks to the ICP for choosing New Zealand as the host nation, to the
New Zealand Principals’ Federation for leading this event, and to the organising committee
fortheir dedication.
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Should you have any queries or require assistance with registration or attendance, the
organising committee and conference team will be more than happy to help.

Nga mihi nui
Warm regards

Ellen MacGregor-Reid
Te Tumu Whakarae mo te Matauranga
Acting Secretary for Education
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