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The City of Perth (Boorloo) acknowledges the Whadjuk Nyoongar people as 

the Traditional Owners of the lands and waters where Perth city is situated 

today, and pay our respect to Elders past and present.

Acknowledgement of Country
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Introduction

Ada Lee

Manager, Global Learning 
& Partnerships

KPU

Andrew Champagne
Manager, Mobility Programs
Colleges and Institutes 
Canada (CICAN)
Global Skills Opportunity

Grantley Winmar

Lecturer, Kurongkurl 
Katitjin
ECU

Simon Davies Burrows

Manager, Internationalization
ECU
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Session goals/agenda

➔Program Overview

➔ Student Testimonials

➔The Indigenous Student Services Perspective

➔The Australian Perspective

➔2024 and beyond

➔Q&A



Global Skills Opportunity
Canada’s Outbound Student 
Mobility Pilot Program
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Outbound Student Mobility Pilot

Outbound Student Mobility Pilot ($95 million total over 5 years)

A five-year pilot project will support up to 11,000 college and university 
undergraduate students to study or work abroad in alignment with 
larger Government of Canada priorities. 

Half of the funds in the pilot will support equal access to international 
mobility opportunities and market diversification for underrepresented 
students (e.g. low-income students, Indigenous students, and students 
with disabilities). 
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Roles and Responsibilities

Inbound 
mobility

CICan

GAC         

UnivCan

International Education 
Strategy

Immigration 
processes

IRCC      

Outbound 
mobility

ESDC

Colleges

Universities

Students
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Program Objectives
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GSO Progress Dashboard
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Program Overview
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Ada Lee
Manager, Global Learning & 
Partnerships

Kwantlen Polytechnic University
Vancouver, Canada
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Global Indigenous Learning Experience (GILE)

• A cultural exchange program 
between ECU and KPU Indigenous 
students
• ECU: Aboriginal & Torres Island Strait 

Islanders
• KPU: First Nations, Métis, and Inuit

Key features:
• non-credit bearing
• 3-4 weeks
• Virtual
• $500CDN/AUD scholarship
• jointly developed by the 

Indigenous Student Services and 
International Offices
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Partners since 2011

Edith Cowan University (ECU)

Perth, Australia 

Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU)

Vancouver, Canada
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GILE - Who

WHO 
• Planning:

• KPU International Office
• ECU International Office
• Indigenous Student Services at KPU
• Kurongkurl Katitjin

• Students:
• 5-8 from each institution

• Speakers:
• KPU/ECU professors
• K-12 teachers
• Artist in Residences
• Elders in Residences
• Indigenous graduate student
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GILE  - What
WHAT • 1 opening ceremony

• 1 closing ceremony

• 6 themed workshops by each 

institution

• History/Identity

• Language Revitalization

• Special topics: Indigenous Resurgence 

& Indigenous Futurisms

8 
Sessions
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GILE

HOW

• Scholarship supported
• GSO

• Open Badge

• Paired & group discussions
• Group discussions
• Reflections
• Final session: 5-10 mins multi-

media sharing of reflections

WHEN:

Planning:

• First edition originally for 2020.
• First virtual session in 2022.

Sessions:

• 6:00-7:30pm Vancouver Time
• 9:00-10:30am Perth Time
• July
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GILE - WHY

WHY 
• increase participation in global learning experiences for 

underrepresented students
• decolonizing global learning programs
• tailoring a culturally appropriate program for low-barrier & low-risk 

participation
• creating more nimble peer-to-peer learning and engagement global 

experiences
• increase number of virtual exchange options
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Program Design Considerations
● How do we ensure students attend these sessions?

○ scheduling and ease of access
○ non-credit bearing = flexible program

● How do we encourage reflective learning?
○ creating intimate and safe spaces online
○ encouraging the idea of a shared journey of learning
○ less focus on traditional Western academic style of learning

● What does a true and equal partnership look like? Who is speaking?
○ clear roles in program design and planning
○ true collaboration: minding yourself + listening + team mindset
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Jamboard
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Jamboard
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Jamboard
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Jamboard
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The Australian Context
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Simon Davies 
Burrows
Manager, Internationalization

Edith Cowan University

Perth, Australia
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Edith Cowan University 

Named after the 1st woman elected in 
the Australian Parliament
EDITH DIRCKSEY COWAN

Over 30,000 students
6,000 international students

Established in 1991
3 WA Campuses + ECU Sri Lanka

8 schools with over 250 course 
offerings on three campuses in 
WA
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Strategic Plan – Goal 3 Internationalisation  

10. International recovery and growth

11. Global relationships
12. Strengthening offshore delivery
13. International partnerships for research 
students

14. An internationalised student experience.

ECU will increase participation in inbound and 
outbound student mobility activities that provide 
international experiences and promote global 
citizenship
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Internationalisation – Why is it important?
Internationalisation (Learning Abroad) Outcomes 
• Academic 
• Intercultural competence and global citizenship 
• Personal and Social Development
• Career Direction
….
Employability 
• Intercultural Skills 
• Flexibility & adaptability
• Curiosity 
• Confidence and
• Self-awareness 
• Team work 

From Potts, D. (2016), Outcomes of Learning Abroad Programs, International Education Association of Australia



Towards a sustainable future for international education in the Asia 
Pacific

APAIE Perth: 4-8 March 2024

Internationalisation – 
Outbound Learning Abroad Performance – ECU 

Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 

Australian Universities International Directors Forum Learning Abroad Benchmarking Survey 2022 (in 2023)
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Internationalisation – ECU performance 

Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
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Internationalisation – 
Outbound Learning Abroad Participation type – ECU 

Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 

Australian Universities International 
Directors Forum Learning Abroad 
Benchmarking Survey 2022 (in 2023)
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Internationalisation – 
Outbound Learning Abroad Participation type – ECU 

Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 

Australian Universities International Directors Forum Learning Abroad Benchmarking Survey 2022 (in 2023)
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Increasing Indigenous student participation

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Plan
Objective 6: Expand high-quality 
international student experiences for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students.

Equity and Inclusion Plan
Objective 8: Increase equity student 
access and participation in international 
mobility activities.

ECU wants to lift Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander participation in Learning Abroad to:

• Provide a global context to their educational 
experience and future/career ambitions

• Foster empowering connections with other 
First Nations peoples to explore shared 
histories, contemporary challenges and 
opportunities for thriving Indigenous futures 
at home and abroad.

• Expand student awareness of global issues 
(e.g. UN SDG’s)

• Provide global networking opportunities for 
our students 
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Internationalisation – Indigenous student participation

Australian Universities International Directors Forum Learning Abroad Benchmarking Survey 2022 (in 2023)



Towards a sustainable future for international education in the Asia 
Pacific

APAIE Perth: 4-8 March 2024

Thank you for attending this session 

Contact me

Simon DAVIES BURROWS
Manager Internationalisation 

Edith Cowan University

Email: s.daviesburrows@ecu.edu.au 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/simon-davies-burrows-ieaa-sf

mailto:s.daviesburrows@ecu.edu.au
http://www.linkedin.com/in/simon-davies-burrows-ieaa-sf
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The Indigenous Student Services 
Perspective
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Grantley Winmar
Lecturer

Kurongkurl Katitjin

Edith Cowan University (ECU)
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Acknowledgement of Country

I acknowledge the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation as the Traditional 
Custodians of this country, skyways and waterways where we gather.

I pay my respects to Noongar Elders past and present; I acknowledge the power 
of their wisdom and advice.



Towards a sustainable future for international education in the Asia 
Pacific

APAIE Perth: 4-8 March 2024

Kurongkurl 
Katitjin

Kurongkurl Katitjin, pronounced koor-ong-kurl cut-it-chin, Kurongkurl 
Katitjin is a Noongar phrase meaning “coming together to learn”.

Our purpose is to transform lives and enrich society through meaningful 
community engagement, innovative student support, high quality teaching, 
impactful research and cultural leadership.
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My role across GILE

• Promoting the program to students (F2F, 
email, Student Newsletter and phone)

• Liaising with academics

• Facilitating during the 4 weeks

• Checking in with students

In 2022 As a Student Success Officer operating out of 
Kurongkurl Katitjin at ECU I undertook the role as 
facilitator alongside colleagues from both ECU and KPU.

In 2023 I was honored to come back 
into the program, this time to 
participate as a presenter.

• Session 2: Contemporary 
Identity
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Personal reflections
• Having worked on both sides of the program these are some personal 

reflections:

Challenges
• As the program is run during our semester break, that does have 

challenges for recruitment.

• Covid-19

• The general challenges associated with online experiences
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Personal reflections
• …By in large the highlights far outweighed the challenges

Highlights
• Meeting amazing people From KPU

• Hearing powerful narratives from First Nations academics

• Promoting cross-cultural exchange opportunities for Indigenous students with peers globally

• Learning the unique differences but also the similarities for First Nations peoples in both 
Australia and Canada

• The student testimonies during the concluding ceremony
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Snapshots from the sessions
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Snapshots from the sessions
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Snapshot from the sessions
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What do our students think about the program 

“The program format was well put together that promoted a 2-way learning 
environment focused on the opportunity to ‘cross fertilize’ across space and time for 
First Peoples”  

- Student 2022 GILE

“I am more enriched and humbled as a result of being exposed to amazing humans who 
are all seeking to stand in our own TRUTH, a truth defined by being, knowing and 
growing in our Ancestral ways not diminished by time and circumstance. I hope these 
opportunities will continue to grow and take shape in order to learn from one another”  

- Student 2022 GILE
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What do students say?
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Increasing Indigenous student participation

Braden Hill
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What do students say?

Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
Internationalisation – Outbound Learning Abroad 
Performance – Australia 
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2024

Hybrid format

• Virtual Exchange + in-person 
mobility

Funding
• $5000CDN/$5500 AUD

Schedule:

• June-July 2024
• 3 weeks online - standalone 

components
• 2 weeks in-person

• KPU to ECU - 1 week
• ECU to KPU - 1 week
• In-person closing session
• Staff chaperone
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2024

Considerations
• 2025: end of GSO funding?

o External funding or institutional funding?

• Sustainability of funding?
• For credit?
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Special thanks

KPU Indigenous Services for Students
• Natalie Wood-Wiens

• Gayle Bedard
• Jennifer Lamont

Kurongkurl Katitjin
• Braden Hill
• Tracey Lee Taraia
• Dan McAullay
• Shannae Pattrick

Kurongkurl Katitjin
• Thiago Rocha

ECU International
• Brod Moncreiff
• Leanne Grimston

KPU International
• Zainab Al-koubaisi
• Ryne Cender
• Daria Ursol
• Carole St Laurent
• Dr Steve Cardwell

Instructors
• Melinda Bige & Brandon Gabriel
• Sian Bennett
• Jennifer Anaquod
• Fern Gabriel
• Clint Bracknell

Elder-in-Residences
• Elder Lekeyten & Cheryl
• Elder Nan Roma Winmar
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Follow up questions?

Find us at 
our booths!
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Thank you!
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