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Social Innovation Lab 
A 2-week program to enable students develop essential theoretical and 
practical skills for working in impact-focused social organizations serving 
those at the base of the pyramid

Program

Students experience first-hand the way local innovations can be applied to 
promote the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).Focus

Students work in teams on projects with local host organizations to solve 
real-world problems that bear on the organization’s impact and sustainabilityFormat

Develop critical skills to be global leadersOutcomes
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Images from the field
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Social Innovation Lab-India, 2024

India

Mumbai and 
Pune

University of 
Canberra

7 students + 1 
Faculty 

UniversityLocation

Australian 
Summer

January 12-28, 
2024

Dates Disciplines Host 
Companies

Multidisciplinary 

• Education

• Law

• public policy)

• Samuchit Enviro 
Tech, Ltd.

• CLEAN

• SPAcECE 
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Social Innovation Lab: Projects and SGDs
Organization Areas Project SGDs

Samuchit Enviro 
Tech

Climate 
Change/Waste 
Management / Clean 
Energy

Developing an outreach strategy with 
materials highlighting their biochar 
solution products to present to 
donors, companies, and various 
organizations

CLEAN Climate Change 
Developing a social media strategy to 
educate stakeholders about the CLEAN 
network 

SpacECE India 
Foundation

Education/Communi
ty Building 

Improving the effectiveness of the 
Home-as-a-Learning-SPACE (HAALS) 
program
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Lessons for Promoting UN SDGs
Program design should enable students to understand the challenges and needs of beneficiaries 
and include exposure visits that enable students to have a well -rounded view of the project 
domain (e.g., visits to waste management plant, eco factory)

Design

Projects must be defined with outputs and deliverables tied to the UN SDGs. This are ideally done 
in consultation with the organizationsOutcome Alignment

Programs ideally provide for consultation and engagement with users, organizations and Faculty at 
various stages of the projectFormat

Orientation should provide students opportunities to engage in reflective exercises such as empathy 
mapping, asset mapping, etc.Preparation

Program team on the ground should be well trained and familiar with issues to be able to guide 
students and provide important background and context specific information Delivery





https://chat.openai.com/g/g-x9hTfyidI-enhancing-learning-abroad-with-unsdgs 

https://chat.openai.com/g/g-x9hTfyidI-enhancing-learning-abroad-with-unsdgs
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