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11E - A Unique Student 
Mobility Experience within 
the Bi-nation Consortium

– Student Experience and Well-Being –

Maria Anityasari (ITS Indonesia) – Evi Eliyanah (UM Indonesia) – 
Simon Davies Burrows (ECU Australia) - Serena Baptist (Murdoch University Australia)

Wednesday, 6 March 2024, 16.15 – 17.00, Meeting Room 7
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Session Goals

• How to create a unique and innovative student mobility program
• How to elevate the visibility of newcomer universities in 

internationalization journey
• How to increase student experiences through a rich short program
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Session Outline

•Overview of Western Australia – East Java University Consortium 
(WAEJUC) & Its Activities: A Bi-Nation Consortium

•East Java Exploration: A Unique Student Mobility Experience
•Western Australia Universities’ Experiences: Promotion and 

Challenges
•Western Australia Universities’ Experiences: Hosting East Java 

Universities’ Students Mobility at WAUs
•Question and Answers
• Lucky Draw – 3 Vouchers for Free Participation in CommNUS 2024
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Members
Five Western Australian Universities (WAUs)
• UWA, Curtin University, Murdoch University, Edith Cowan University, 

University of Notre Dame
Ten Public East Java universities (EJUs)
• ITS, UNAIR, UNESA, UPNVJT, UNIJOYO, UNEJ, UINSA, UM, UB, UINMMI

• Western Australia and East Java University Consortium (WAEJUC) roots in 
the sister-city agreement between Western Australia and East Java.

• There are 2 focuses of the consortium, which are research and mobility

Overview of WAEJUC
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West Australia and East Java – Sister States

• In 2017, under a 25-year sister state agreement, the University 
Consortium was officially launched.

• Th Consortium aligns to leverage off the combined strength and 
resources of the universities.

• Th co-chair for mobility at EJ side is Dr. Maria Anityasari (ITS), while 
the co-chair at WA side is Dr. Thor Kerr (Curtin University).

• Student mobility has been active since 2019 till now.
• The WA universities mobility teams are collegiate and have a 

staunch commitment to ensuring the ongoing success of the mobility 
programs. 
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The Journey of the Consortium

2017
Establishment of WAEJUC

September 26 – 29, 2017
Visitation by Western Australia 

Universities (WAUs) to East 
Java

March 7 - 9, 2018
Visitation by East Java 
Universities (EJUs) and 

Province Management to 
Western Australia

March 12-16, 2019
Research Training Week for EJU 

Lecturers

June 23 – July 10, 2019
Visitation by WAU students to 
East Java with topic “East Java 

Exploration”

September 1 - 8, 2019
Visitation by EJUs students to 

WAUs with theme 
“International Enrichment 

Program”

3 - 10 Nov 2019
Professional and Research 

Development Program

15 August - 5 September 2020
Virtual “East Java Exploration” 

Batch 1

18 September – 9 October 
2020

Virtual “East Java Exploration” 
Batch 2
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Activities in 

2019

OUTBOUND International 
Enrichment Program

Professional and Research 
Development Program

Research 
Training 
Program
18-22 Mar 2019

East Java Exploration
24 Jun - 10 Jul 2019
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EJx 2020 Online Edition
Batch 1 : Aug 15 – Sep 5, 2020 (64 participants)
Batch 2 : Sep 18 – Oct 9, 2020 (45 participants)

EJx 2021 - Postponed, Zoom Fatigue
EJx 2022 - Postponed

EJx 2023 EJx 2024 Upcoming
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East Java Exploration (EJx): A Unique Student 
Mobility Experiences

• The two-week multi-sited mobility program, East Java Exploration 
(EJx), offers a combination of academic and cultural experience. 

• Collectively hosted by EJUs, it aims at enhancing the mutual 
understanding of contexts, opportunities, and challenges in two 
neighboring countries. 
• During the program, the WAUs’ participants were buddied-up with 

EJU students to learn, collaborate and travel between four cities 
where EJUs are located: Surabaya, Malang, Jember, and Madura. 
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East Java Exploration (EJx): A Unique Student 
Mobility Experiences

• Preparation: rotating principal host, involvement of both sides 
through regular meetings 
• Obstacles: subtopic alignments, individual host preparedness, 

participant recruitment 
• Innovations: collective leadership, support and reflection, widening 

the scope of participant recruitment, flexible scheduling, 
interdisciplinary approach, 
• Program transformation during the Covid-19 pandemic: Online EJx 

(2020)
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East Java Exploration (EJx): A Unique 
Student Mobility Experiences

• On-site EJx 2019
• Virtual EJx 2020 (pandemic)
• On-site EJx 2023

•On-site EJx 2024 (July 2-17)
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EJx at ITS: Smart City (2023)

EJx at UNESA: Understanding 
Indonesian Language and 
Culture Diversity (2023)

EJx at UM: Space and Memory: 
Preserving Malang Heritage (2023)

EJx at UB: Ecotourism 
for Sustainable Tourism 
(2023)

EJx at UNAIR:
Biotechnology Startup



Towards a sustainable future for international education in the Asia 
Pacific

APAIE Perth: 4-8 March 2024

EJx at UPNVJT: Surabaya, 
The Multicultural City 
(2003)

EJx at UNEJ: Institutional Arrangement 
of Tobacco for Community Welfare and 
Tobacco for Health (2003)

EJx at UINMMI: Malangese Culture 
at Glance (2003)

EJx at UTM: Mangrove 
Conservation (2003)

EJx at UINSA: 
The Dynamic 
Life of 
Pesantren: 
Indigenous 
Islamic 
Education of 
Indonesia 
(2003) 
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EJX Success Story:
What do you think about Indonesia before and after you come here?

Before After

● I thought it was going to be similar to Bali 
since that is all I was exposed to before 
coming to East Java.

● I though all parts of East Java have the same 
culture

● I thought that the universities wouldn’t be 
as large

● I think Indonesia is dominance with 
patriarchal ideas

● I thought it was empty but yes, it is sure 
NOT EMPTY at all, even at the small city

● So many tourism resources in East Java
● It is very different to Bali. Within East Java it is 

extremely diverse with many different cultures, 
none the same as the other.

● It is a very friendly place and welcoming. The 
universities are also very nice. Sometimes too 
many photos…

● Many cultures, many foods, many dances. I 
think we are ready to perform dancing and 
gamelan haha

● It’s amazing to know something you wouldn’t 
expect
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Testimony
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•An exciting development in 2024…
•Welcome to co-chair of WAEJUC, Dr. Thor Kerr (Curtin University)
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East Java Exploration 
(EJx) 2024

https://www.its.ac.id/international/experiencing
-its/prospective-student/short-program/ejx/



Towards a sustainable future for international education in the Asia 
Pacific

APAIE Perth: 4-8 March 2024

Question & Answer
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Lucky Draw

https://www.its.ac.id/international/experiencing-its/prospective-
student/short-program/commtech/commtech-nusantara-sept-2024/ 

https://www.its.ac.id/international/experiencing-its/prospective-student/short-program/commtech/commtech-nusantara-sept-2023/
https://www.its.ac.id/international/experiencing-its/prospective-student/short-program/commtech/commtech-nusantara-sept-2023/
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Thank you!
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