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Call for Session Proposals, Abstracts and Posters

Kia ora and warm Pacific Greetings!

The next Adaptation Futures biennial conference will be held on 13-16 October 2025
in Otautahi/Christchurch New Zealand. Adaptation Futures is the flagship event of
the World Adaptation Science Program (WASP). It is the premier international climate
change adaptation conference series where researchers, practitioners, policymakers,
and community advocates from across the world gather to network, collaborate, learn,
inspire and accelerate adaptation action.

Adaptation Futures 2025 (AF2025) is a hybrid event hosted by WASP and the
University of Canterbury with Christchurch NZ, University of Auckland, Victoria
University of Wellington, Lincoln University, Environment Canterbury, NZ Government
Agencies, sponsors and our foundation partner.

The Patrons of AF2025 are Mr Abdalah Mokssit (Chair WASP/IPCC): Sefanaia
Nawadra (Director General SPREP) and Ms Lisa Tumahai, (CEO for Pokeka Poutini
Ngai Tahu Ltd and Deputy Chair for the He Pou a Rangi the NZ Climate Change
Commission).

Submissions open: 31 October 2024
Submissions close: 1 March 2025

Submit an abstract or session proposal here

Please only submit an abstract or session proposal if you plan to register for the
Conference.

Conference Overarching Theme: Accelerating Adaptation Action

Accelerating adaptation action in ways that integrate mitigation and adaptation efforts
justly, and equitably, to advance sustainable development is an urgent task.
Accelerating adaptation demands effective, inclusive and creative action. Enhancing
adaptive capacity and closing the implementation gap, requires robust evidence,
informed by scientific research, Indigenous Knowledges and Local Knowledges,
professional practice and attention to enabling conditions including finance and
knowledge exchange.


https://tcc.eventsair.com/PresentationPortal/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FPresentationPortal%2Fadaptation-futures-conference-2025%2Fproposalportal
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Conference Objectives

AF2025 aims to provide an innovative forum for debate and discovery about advances
in adaptation in the context of wider development goals. AF2025 highlights
Indigenous knowledge and local solutions, the means of implementation, systemic
approaches, adaptation gaps, and climate resilient development pathways for
advancing adaptation.

AF2025 seeks to attract more Indigenous and Pacific scholars than ever before
alongside increased numbers of delegates from the wider Global South.

To meet these objectives AF2025 offers innovative, inclusive and interactive
discussion formats, face to face and online. Alongside welcoming traditional
papers/panels and posters that aim to ignite action and share new insights we
encourage ‘co-creation’ sessions including workshops/talanoa-wananga opportunities
for rich discussion, feedback and co-creation of new knowledge. AF2025 will
intentionally stimulate inclusive, disruptive and challenging conversations to
accelerate action on the Global Goal of Adaptation.

Conference Themes

Indigenous Innovation and Leadership

Ocean, Islands, Futures

Cities, Settlements and Infrastructure

Food, Water and Land Security

Health, Wellbeing, and Future Generations

The Art of Adaptation, Communication and Education
Beyond Adaptation

NoO O AN

Cross Cutting Issues

Please note there are also key issues that cut across these seven themes and
submitters are welcome to discuss these key issues under any theme, particularly:
Finance; Nature Based Solutions; Enabling Conditions: Technology Transfer; Justice
and Equity and Climate Resilient Development.

Learn more about the Conference Themes here



https://adaptationfutures2025.com/abstracts/conference-themes
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Proposal Submission

AF2025 values diversity and inclusivity and invites submissions from a large range of
contributors including climate change adaptation researchers, practitioners, early
career researchers, community representatives, policymakers, and industry
representatives as indicated below.

You can choose to submit a traditional “knowledge sharing session” i.e. a poster, paper
or panel or a “co-creation” session proposal (see a range of formats itemised below).
To promote equity and broader participation at AF2025, an individual can only serve
as a lead author in one Knowledge Session (e.g. Poster or Paper or Panel
presentation) and one “Co-Creation” Session.

Presentation Types

1. Knowledge Sharing Sessions

Knowledge Sharing Sessions are open to those wishing to present posters, papers, or
panel proposals about scientific and practice-based findings, and solutions to relevant
climate change.

a) Poster Presentations: Posters combine a visual summary of the findings of a
paper/study with the opportunity for individualized and informal discussion of
the presenter’s work.

Submission Requirements: Submissions for poster sessions include an abstract
of up to 350 words which includes an introduction, objectives, method,
findings, significance of the work for policy and practice, and an indication of
your availability to participate online or in-person for a moderated discussion on
selected posters.

All accepted posters will be displayed on boards at the venue. Successful online
poster submitters must cover the cost of printing and displaying their posters in
Christchurch. This service will be provided by the Conference organisers. The
fee for printing posters for virtual participants is NZ$90 per poster which will
need to be paid before your poster can be displayed. Some authors may be
invited to join a moderated online poster session. Poster presenters who are
joining the Conference in-person are also offered the option to pay the fee for
the organisers print on site.

b) Paper Presentations: The proposals for paper presentations are submitted by
individuals (with one or more authors). At AF2025, selected paper
presentations will be included in thematic sessions by conference organizers
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which will be either traditional conference panels (with papers of 12 minutes
oral presentation) followed by panel discussion or rapid lightning talks (of 6
minutes length) aimed to inspire new research directions or ignite action.
Submission Requirements: Submissions for all paper presentations must
include an abstract of up to 500 words and include an introduction, objectives,
method, findings, significance of the work for policy and practice. Please
provide the abstract in English and indicate the language for the oral
presentation.

c) Panel Proposals: Submissions are also accepted for a cluster of several papers
presented as a panel.

Submission Requirements: Each panel proposal must include an abstract of up to 1200
words that outlines an introduction of the objective/ purpose of the panel and
contribution to new knowledge or practice AND detail of each individual panelist's
contribution, including up to 250 words for each paper outlining the title, aim, method
and findings and an author bio sketch. The conference scientific committee reserve
the right to add up to 2 related papers accepted from wider submissions to a panel.
Panels must include a moderator, and a minimum of three panellists. AF2025
encourages inclusion of different organizations, or ideas, experiences and/or career
stages. Panels are 90 minutes in length and each oral presentations is 12 minutes to
allow sufficient time for wider discussion.

2. Co-creation Sessions

To promote co-learning and exchanges for actionable solutions, we encourage other
innovative submission formats beyond traditional posters, papers or panel
presentations. A diverse range of moderated knowledge, “co-creation” sessions are
encouraged at AF2025 to ensure intentionally interactive events. The aim of these
discussion forums is to elicit feedback from participants, generate new knowledge and
identify new directions in research and practice.

These moderated sessions may include diverse interactive formats such as:

« Wananga/Talanoa/Dialogue/Workshop These are inclusive discussion
sessions that aim to build relationships, and networks, and encourage in-depth
community/researcher or professional reflection to advance new knowledge
across communities, regions, stakeholders or sectors including Indigenous
Knowledge or Local Knowledge, in ways that accelerate adaptation and include
diverse voices and epistemologies. Inspiring examples include Community
Kraal at AF2018, Inkundlas at SRI 2022, Agora sessions at Montreal AF2023.



v - TE PAE CHRISTCHURCH CONVENTION CENTRE
@?UDT’E%TE%TJOOZNS 13-16 OCTOBER 2025

ACCELERATING ADAPTATION ACTION OTAUTAHI CHRISTCHURCH NEW ZEALAND

o Creative performances These sessions provide the audience with an
opportunity to talk about and reflect on adaptation science using music,
theatre, art or design installations.

« Hand-on activities These are opportunities for interactive discussions while
working with materials or technologies to explore aspects of adaptation.

« Knowledge Café These sessions focus on generating collection action by
bringing people together to share experiences, learn from each other, and
explore new possibilities for ways forward in a moderated series of small group
reflections.

e Side Event These sessions provide dedicated spaces and time slots for
attendees to network and share knowledge in ways that advance AF2025 aims
including: highlighting new professional organisations, research opportunities,
or publications. Some inspiring examples: book or journal launches,
Professional Association launches/presentations, Edit-a-thons, Provocations for
example 2021 Rise Africa.

Most co-creation sessions lend themselves to in-person participation but some
proposals may be selected for broadcast on the AF2025 hybrid platform so submitters
are asked to consider how you could incorporate online participation.

Submission Requirements

If you are proposing a co-creation session at least 1 member of the session must be
present in person, (as moderator). The sessions are 90 minutes in length. The
conference organisers reserve the right to allocate up to two places in the session for
accepted participants on related topics who may present their ideas in the format
described by session moderators.

Co-creation session abstracts are 1200 words and should include names of nominated
participants and their contribution and likely session outcomes, and bio-sketch (150
words for each participant outlining contribution), methods used for cocreation, aims
and expected outcomes, significance of the event and rationale for format delivery and
methods for hybrid inclusivity.

Please clearly indicate if your Co-creation session is proposed as a:
= Wananga/Talanoa /Dialogue/ Workshop
= Creative performances
= Hands-on activities
= Knowledge Café
= Side Event
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In addition to the presentations above, submitted papers, panels or session
proposals maybe invited by the Science Committee to be included in one of the
following AF2025 events:

Innovation Days: These premiere AF2025 events will showcase highly innovative,
rigorous, and creative approaches to accelerating adaptation with a particular focus in
2025 on Oceania and Indigenous knowledge solutions. Participation in Innovation
Days will be by invitation, selected by the Scientific committee from successful
submissions, in consultation with the AF2025 Foundation Sponsor.

Masterclasses: Masterclasses are in-depth knowledge transfer events that build
participants’ knowledge and skills in a particular topic. These sessions are designed
for academics, decision-makers, and/or practitioners. Masterclass participation is by
invitation by the scientific committee.

Living Labs: Day four of the conference will feature field excursions and practice
examples of climate adaptation solutions, Indigenous innovations, mal-adaptation
challenges, and new artistic or communication methods, community visions and
professional/industry practice on site. Invitations to lead or present in AF2025 Living
Lab events will be extended by the Science Committee.

Make a submission here



https://tcc.eventsair.com/adaptation-futures-conference-2025/proposalportal
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1. Indigenous Innovation and
Leadership

Indigenous Peoples have been stewards
of the lands, waters, and oceans for
countless generations, adapting to and
managing climate variability with deep-
rooted knowledge systems and
governance structures. This theme
focuses on the dynamic and evolving
nature of Indigenous Knowledge,
highlighting how these systems continue
to innovate and lead in the face of
contemporary climate challenges. By
showcasing case studies and
experiences from Indigenous
communities, the theme examines the
opportunities and limits of adaptation,
the impacts of colonization, and the legal
and financial barriers to successful
adaptation efforts.

2. Ocean, Islands, Futures

Advancing integrated adaptation and
mitigation action is crucial for the ‘sea of
islands’ that is the Blue Pacific. From
strengthening ocean aspects of national
adaptation plans; to protecting, restoring
and managing coastal impacts, this
theme explores adaptation innovations
and limits including the resilience of
Island communities and marine and
coastal ecosystems and coastlines, the
blue economy and finance solutions.
Discussion highlights how islands are
responding to climate risks and
interconnected pressures of sea level rise
on coastal settlements, mobility and
immobility, sovereignty, biodiversity,
well-being, livelihoods and identity.

3. Cities, Settlements, and
Infrastructure

Adapting cities is an essential element of
meeting the resilience needs of the
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majority of the world’s population, and to
protect critical infrastructure and
economies. Anticipating the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change Special Report on Climate
Change and Cities, this theme examines
adaptation of residents and
communities, and businesses including
planning, financing and delivery of
effective adaptation infrastructure
systems (grey, green, blue, and social),
and empowered leadership. It will
consider inclusive decision-making, and
the justice implications of differing
approaches to adaptation. The theme
examines systemic transformations,
energy transitions, urban risks and
resilience, urban economies of
sufficiency and wellbeing, and priorities
of informal settlements. Insights from
city-to-city conversations about
adaptation success and failures will
show how communities can learn from
ongoing climate change and action.

4. Food, Water and Biodiversity nexus Understanding advances in the food-
water-biodiversity nexus is critical. This
theme explores the transformations
required in agricultural and water
systems and broader nature-based
solutions including Indigenous strategies
for advancing food security and
biodiversity. It examines ways to connect
people, Indigenous Knowledges and
Local Knowledge, with scientific
research and policy making, to foster
effective relationships and accelerate
adaptation. Discussion considers
multiple, diverse challenges for food
producers and growers and methods to
incentivise biodiversity and land-based
adaptation action, highlighting co-
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benefits, enabling conditions and limits
of nature-based solutions and the role of
protected areas in a changing climate.

5. Health, Wellbeing, and Future Good health and wellbeing are critical
Generations for community resilience. This theme
interrogates and amplifies efforts to
enhance adaptation and community
resilience to escalating climate risks and
highlights co-benefits of mitigation
measures for physical and mental health.
Cascading and compounding climate
risks including heat, drought, and severe
storms present complex challenges for
diverse populations. These include
people with disabilities, older
populations, Indigenous peoples,
seasonal and outdoor workers,
caregivers, and children. Future
generations will also experience
significantly increased exposure and
costs of extreme events so this session
will include climate justice issues arising
from the UN Declaration for Future
Generations.

6. The Art of Climate Adaptation and Accelerating adaptation requires new
Education ways to raise awareness and to inspire
collective action, re-imagine futures and
address misinformation and growing
polarisation. This theme (and related
public outreach events) examines the
power of the arts, and storytelling,
alongside informal and formal education
and strategic communication, to
accelerate adaptation. The theme
critically reflects on the impact of
Indigenous and Local knowledge-
holders, artists, musicians, educators,
and the media, alongside technological
innovation including Al on climate
action.
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7. Beyond Adaptation Adaptation Futures 2025 challenges
participants to confront the hard choices
of what do we do when adaptation and
mitigation efforts are insufficient to
avoid highly destabilised, dangerous
futures. Faced with tipping points,
extinctions, cascading and compounding
climate impacts and the realities of soft
and hard limits of adaptation, this theme
explores how we can remain humane. It
interrogates far-reaching,
incommensurable losses and damages,
and the increasing role of litigation, and
ways to advance the rights of nature and
future generations. This theme questions
if dominant regimes, norms and
assumptions for climate decision-
making are fit for purpose to resist
vested interests and reflects on ways
that Indigenous and local communities
can inform visions for new

Theme Descriptions

1. Learning from Indigenous Innovation and Leadership

Indigenous Peoples have been stewards of the lands, waters, and oceans for thousands

of years, adapting to and managing climate variability with deep-rooted knowledge

systems and governance structures. This theme focuses on the dynamic and evolving

nature of Indigenous Knowledge, highlighting how these systems continue to innovate

and lead in the face of contemporary climate challenges. By showcasing case studies

and experiences from Indigenous communities, the theme examines the opportunities

and limits of adaptation, the impacts of colonization, and the legal and financial

barriers to successful adaptation efforts.

Emerging topics include

« Evolving Indigenous Knowledge Systems: Indigenous knowledge, as an

adaptive and evolving system, offers new insights and relational practices to
inform global and local climate adaptation frameworks. This theme explores
how Indigenous practices challenge dominant Western modes of adaptation,
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with innovative approaches including communicative and sustainable
biodiversity management foundations for effective climate adaptation.

e Indigenous Governance and Legal Systems: Indigenous governance
structures' crucial role in creating equitable and just adaptation strategies,
including legal traditions and rights-based approaches. This topic examines
how these systems can work alongside mainstream adaptation practices to
build resilience and valuable insight.

e Intersectional and Community-Led Adaptation: How do intersecting identities
(such as gender, age, and socioeconomic status) within Indigenous
communities, influence adaptation strategies? This topic identifies effective
approaches for empowering communities to lead adaptation projects that
reflect cultural values and aspirations.

e Resilience through Cultural Continuity: Adaptation efforts should be designed
not only to address the immediate impacts of climate change but also to
preserve cultural heritage, strengthen community cohesion, and build resilience
against climate-induced displacement and other existential threats in ways that
are culturally sensitive and that contribute to the preservation of Indigenous
cultures, fostering respect and/or appreciation.

e Capacity Building and Partnerships: What strategies can build long-term
capacity within Indigenous communities, ensuring they have the resources,
skills, and partnerships to lead and sustain climate adaptation efforts at local,
national, and international levels?

e Decolonizing Finance and Adaptation: How can financial mechanisms for loss,
damage, and adaptation be designed to acknowledge historical injustices and
colonial impacts while fostering Indigenous-led solutions and equitable
resource distribution? What can be learned from Indigenous case studies of
adaptation; what are the key factors contributing to success and how can these
inform broader adaptation frameworks?

2. Ocean, Islands, Futures

Advancing integrated adaptation and mitigation action is crucial for the ‘sea of islands’
that is the Blue Pacific. From strengthening ocean aspects of national adaptation
plans; to protecting, restoring and managing coastal impacts, this theme explores
adaptation innovations and limits including the resilience of Island communities and
marine and coastal ecosystems and coastlines, the blue economy and finance
solutions. Discussion highlights how islands are responding to climate risks and
interconnected pressures of sea level rise on coastal settlements, mobility and
immobility, sovereignty, biodiversity, well-being, livelihoods and identity.
Emerging topics include:

e Blue Pacific Continent: Large oceanic states and territories are the custodians

of nearly 20 percent of the earth’s surface. This topic examines how regional
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partnerships incorporating Traditional knowledge, technical and scientific
innovation can advance disaster responses, health, wellbeing, and cultural and
spiritual and bio-diversity values of our ocean and land.

o Pacific Peoples Prosperity: Governance, leadership and financial
arrangements that assure Pacific People’s attachment to land and ocean can
also advance gender equality, and access to education, health, and
livelihoods. This topic explores the justice, and equity, arrangements in
community and financial decision making that ensures inclusivity of
outcomes and a sustainable and resilient model of economic development for
ocean states wellbeing, employment, entrepreneurship, trade, and investment.

e Blue Food Resilience and Food Sovereignty: Supporting robust food systems
and cultures are central issues in managing the escalating, complex challenges
facing ocean communities and ecosystems. This topic examines how Pacific
communities have organised a variety of sustainable food resilience and
sovereignty approaches to secure and protect maritime food.

e Ocean biodiversity protection, progress and limits. Precautionary policies and
marine stewardship can help advance biodiversity and protect ocean
environments. This topic examines the advances and limits of action to protect,
monitor and secure ocean environments from exploitation, degradation, nuclear
contamination, waste, pollution, and climate related compounding threats.
Ocean frameworks and regional protection and policy implementation are
assessed.

e Security in a changing climate: the climate crisis poses new challenges for
national sovereignty, where people can realise their full potential as individuals,
communities and nations. This topic examines Pacific-coordinated and national
responses to the challenges of migration and immobility, global peace and
security and future losses and damages and also asks can intergenerational
justice be advanced in the context of entwined ecological and political crises,
including: anti-nuclearism and demilitarisation, and deep-sea mining?

3. Cities, Settlements and Infrastructure

Adapting cities is an essential element of meeting the resilience needs of the majority
of the world’s population, and to protect critical infrastructure and economies.
Anticipating the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on
Climate Change and Cities, this theme examines adaptation of residents and
communities, and businesses including planning, financing and delivery of effective
adaptation infrastructure systems (grey, green, blue, and social), and empowered
leadership. It will consider inclusive decision-making, and the justice implications of
differing approaches to adaptation. The theme examines systemic transformations,
energy transitions, urban risks and resilience, urban economies of sufficiency and
wellbeing, and priorities of informal settlements. Insights from city-to-city
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conversations about adaptation success and failures will show how communities can
learn from ongoing climate change and action.
Emerging topics include:

Advancing Adaptive Capacity: What conditions enable urban leaders,
businesses and communities to build adaptive capacity and advance effective
adaptation and systemic long -term transformation? Can smart city
technologies, climate metrics and data accelerate climate adaptation and
recovery from cascading shocks and stresses? How can urban supply chains,
food water and housing be more resilient to climate risks? How can progress in
urban climate change adaptation be tracked in a comprehensive manner?
Governing for Just Transitions in the Anthropocene: How can diverse
perspectives and voices be included more effectively in decision-making,
including gendered, disabled, and marginalised groups, and how can this
process be advanced to further accelerate meaningful and just adaptation,
human rights and transformational pathways for climate resilient development?
Which roles do - and should - different actors play in urban climate
adaptation? How are these roles changing and with what effect on climate
justice and equity?

Resilient infrastructure: Many urban areas are grappling with how climate
resilient infrastructure can be planned and developed (including finance and
insurance) alongside addressing economic challenges to achieve sustainable
development. This topic examines key risks and solutions in diverse urban
contexts from mega-regions to informal settlements. What are the key
adaptation challenges we need to address cascading urban climate risks?
Insuring For Adaptation: This topic examines how land use planning and
insurance influences present and future climate risks and social vulnerability,
including displacement in cities and settlements. At a time when global flows
of finance influence local households, businesses and governmental decision-
making how can the financial impacts of climate-related disasters be managed
and what are new possibilities and challenges for insurance?
Energy-Transport And Systems change: This topic interrogates the co-
benefits of energy, and transport change in the context of wider system
transitions towards Climate Resilient Development. It considers best practices
to meet the needs and aspirations of diverse residents and complex urban
systems now facing cascading and compounding disasters.

4. Food, Water, Biodiversity Nexus

Understanding advances in the food-water-biodiversity nexus is critical. This theme
explores the transformations required in agricultural and water systems and broader
nature-based solutions including Indigenous strategies for advancing food security
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and biodiversity. It examines ways to connect people, Indigenous Knowledges and
Local Knowledge, with scientific research and policy making, to foster effective
relationships and accelerate adaptation. Discussion considers multiple, diverse
challenges for food producers and growers and methods to incentivise biodiversity and
land-based adaptation action, highlighting co-benefits, enabling conditions and limits
of nature-based solutions and the role of protected areas in a changing climate.
Emerging issues include

Best practices: How can we advance, measure and monitor food, water and
biodiversity security in the context of a rapidly changing climate and the Global
Goals of Adaptation, the Convention on Biological Diversity and Sustainable
Development?

Biodiversity and Indigenous peoples. Indigenous peoples protect
approximately 85% of the world's biodiversity. This topic reflects on the wider
context of re-indigenising ecological practices that inform bio-diversity/
environmental governance and land management. What practices and
strategies protect, conserve and enhance food, water and biodiversity security?
Biosecurity and Technology Transfer: What are the opportunities and limits of
adaptation for food production, and biosecurity? How do we scale-up
adaptation to reduce the vulnerability of farmers, fisherfolk, and food producers
to the impacts of climate change: including financial and technical support?
What breeding techniques; water and soil management, agronomic practices;
training, insurance, and culture practices, at local, regional, national, and
international levels can accelerate adaptation, secure productivity, and manage
economic losses, and agricultural supply chains in changing climates?

Rural and Biodiversity Health: What actions support rural mental health and
wellbeing and physical heath of humans, animals and ecological biodiversity in
rapidly intensifying climate risks including fires, drought and flooding? What
are the strengths and limits of nature-based systems in reducing climate risk?
What is the role of protected areas from local interventions to large scale
natural ecosystems?

Effective meteorological services and financing; what are barriers and
enablers for climate technology transfer from early warning systems, to
biodiversity-based, or climate-smart agriculture? How can finance accelerate
adaptation in the food, water and biodiversity nexus?

Regenerative ecological practices: What is the role of regenerative ecological
practises including tropical forest conservation in adaptation? How can the co-
benefits of nature-based solutions including carbon sequestration, water
purification and cultural heritage be advanced? How can we avoid lock-in of
maladaptive approaches to food-water -biodiversity challenges?



@ADAPTAT'ON TE PAE CHRISTCHURCH CONVENTION CENTRE

FUTURES 2025 '!3-16 OCTOBER 2025
ACCELERATING ADAPTATION ACTION OTAUTAHI CHRISTCHURCH NEW ZEALAND

5. Health, Wellbeing, and Future Generations

Good health and wellbeing are critical for community resilience. This theme
interrogates and amplifies efforts to enhance adaptation and community resilience to
escalating climate risks and highlights co-benefits of mitigation measures for physical
and mental health. Cascading and compounding climate risks including heat, drought,
and severe storms present complex challenges for diverse populations. These include
people with disabilities, older populations, Indigenous peoples, seasonal and outdoor
workers, caregivers, and children. Future generations will also experience significantly
increased exposure and costs of extreme events so this session will include climate
justice issues arising from the UN Declaration for Future Generations.

UN Pact for the Future: What is the potential for the outcomes of the UN
Summit for the Future 92024) including the Declaration for Future generations,
for advancing progress for Human Rights, intergenerational justice, wellbeing,
peace and equity in a changing climate?

Implementation Case Studies: What is the potential to scale up climate
adaptation solutions to meet the health and wellbeing needs of marginalised
and risk- exposed communities? This topic incudes studies of adoption and
integration of evidence-based policies, tools, and interventions, to improve
population physical and mental health in contexts of rapid change.

Just Adaptation: How can we advance justice and equity in the context of
health, wellbeing, disability and the rights of future generations?

Measuring Progress: This topic explores the possibilities and processes to
advance well-being under the Global Metrics for Adaptation and Indigenous
and Local measures of effective adaptation.

Co-benefits and Trade-offs How can we advance climate adaptation and
health and wellbeing co-benefits for the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)? What are the soft and hard limits of action for climate health?
Wellbeing Economy and Holistic approaches: Who can we reframe our global
efforts to respond equitably to climate change and related environmental
challenges and advance wellbeing? What initiatives including for example case
studies of the care economy, sufficiency, or Universal Basic Services or
Indigenous perspectives of relational and holistic wellbeing can provide
insights into methods of advancing climate resilience?

6. The Art of Adaptation, Communication and Education

Accelerating adaptation requires new ways to raise awareness and to inspire collective
action, re-imagine futures and address misinformation and growing polarisation. This
theme (and related public outreach events) examines the power of the arts, and
storytelling, alongside informal and formal education and strategic communication, to
accelerate adaptation. The theme critically reflects on the impact of Indigenous and
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Local knowledge-holders, artists, musicians, educators, and the media, alongside
technological innovation including Al on climate action.
Emerging issues include

o Best Arts Practices: What are the best practices that enable community-led art
projects to support adaptation or mitigation actions/solutions? What impacts
can or should art projects have on the adaptive capacity, transformative futures
and resilience of communities?

e Artistic Endeavour: What are the key elements of artistic endeavours and
collaborations that have led to increased awareness, deeper understanding and
more effective action for climate adaptation?

e Strategic Communication: What aspects of effective communication, can help
address political polarisation, misinformation, behavioural barriers, and build
capacity for action?

e Connections and Exchanges: In what ways do cultural exchanges influence
public perceptions of climate change and inspire collective action in diverse
communities?

e Education: How can education (formal and informal) empower marginalized
groups to participate in climate adaptation efforts, and what are the long-term
benefits of these initiatives? What is best practice climate education in the
context of disinformation and counter-lobby funding? What are the
opportunities to advance climate literacy and justice learning in activist,
community and formal education?

e Media and Technology: What is the potential of digital media, including Al, to
enhance the reach and impact of climate-related messages? How can these
tools be effectively and ethically integrated into adaptation campaigns as
engaging and motivating narratives?

7. Beyond Adaptation

Adaptation Futures 2025 challenges participants to confront the hard choices of what
do we do when adaptation and mitigation efforts are insufficient to avoid highly
destabilised, dangerous futures. Faced with tipping points, extinctions, cascading and
compounding climate impacts and the realities of soft and hard limits of adaptation,
this theme explores how we can remain humane. It interrogates far-reaching,
incommensurable losses and damages, and the increasing role of litigation, and ways
to advance the rights of future generations. This theme questions if dominant regimes,
norms and assumptions for climate decision-making are fit for purpose to resist
vested interests and reflects on way that Indigenous and local communities can inform
visions for new futures.
e Losses and Damages: What roles do legal and ethical frameworks, including
litigation, insurance and reparations play in addressing situations where climate
adaptation is not feasible, and how can they be strengthened to protect
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vulnerable communities? Can financial instruments be developed that sustain
communities beyond the limits of adaptation?

e Scenarios And Futures Thinking: How can scenarios be utilised to prepare for
potential futures where adaptation efforts are insufficient? What are the best
practices for incorporating scenarios /envisioning tools into climate policy and
decision-making? How can capacity building be enabled by techniques
including futures planning or back-casting?

e Continuity and Contestation What strategies can be employed to preserve
cultural continuity, dignity and identity in the face of existential climate threats?
How can these efforts be integrated into broader climate adaptation and
resilience planning? What is the role of activism? How can climate solidarity be
fostered in an age of growing polarisation?

e Climate Litigation: What is the future for litigation in confronting limits of
adaptation? What are the grounds for criminal action, futures cases of ecocide
and Human Rights and funding?

e Pact for Future Generations: How can livelihoods, equity, peace and/or
inclusive governance be retained in a highly destabilised future? How are rights
of future generations and Indigenous peoples best upheld?

Make a submission here
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Submission Guidelines

Selection process and criteria

Selection will be by the Science Committee and the main criteria for selection will be
novelty, relevance, diversity and inclusivity.
AF2025 particularly welcomes sessions that:

e Present new findings derived from rigorous research, thorough evidence or
processes

e Novel insights from purposeful and ethical practices and engagement

e Demonstrates leadership or inclusion of Indigenous Knowledges and Local
Knowledges in accelerating adaptation.

e Addresses gender, equity, accessibility, and social inclusion issues.

e Promotes reflection between research and government, practitioners, civil
society, private sector, international organizations or foundations that focus
on solutions and innovations.

« Makes adaptation a core element of sustainable development, investment and
planning.

e Showcases examples (e.g. case studies, tools, good practices or cases of failure)
and why they offer insights into accelerating adaptation.

e Involves partner organizations from two or more different regions, countries,
organizations or adaptation communities.

You can choose to submit a scientific poster, research paper or a session proposal.

To promote equity and broader participation at AF2025, an individual can only serve
as a lead participant in one Poster or Paper presentation and one Session
Proposal.

Submission Guidelines

All submissions must be submitted in accordance with the guidelines below:

e Submissions must be completed by 25 February 2025.

e All abstracts must be submitted through the online portal.

e Abstracts may be submitted in the language of the presentation at the
conference, with an English translation if required.

e Submitter must be the lead presenter of the abstract or chair/moderator of the
session.

e Abstracts must follow the official template in Word format pers submission
type (see abstract templates below).

e Submissions must be made in Arial font, size 11.

e Submissions may include up to 1image or table (maximum 10MB).

e Please only use standard abbreviations or define them in full.


https://tcc.eventsair.com/adaptation-futures-conference-2025/proposalportal

/) ) ADAPTATION
= L

TE PAE CHRISTCHURCH CONVENTION CENTRE

13-16 OCTOBER 2025
OTAUTAHI CHRISTCHURCH NEW ZEALAND

e Accuracy is the responsibility of the author. Abstracts will be published as
submitted. Please ensure that all abstracts are carefully proof-read before

uploading.

e Al generated abstracts will not be accepted.

Submission Templates

Please prepare your proposal using one of the templates below.

Poster Template
Paper Template
Panel Template

Co-Creation Session Template - Use this template for the below formats:

= Creative performances
= Hands-on activities

= Knowledge Café

= Side Event

=  Wananga/Talanoa /Dialogue / Workshop

Make a submission here



https://secure.tcc.co.nz/ei/images/AF25/AF2025_Submission%20Template_Poster%20Presentation.docx
https://secure.tcc.co.nz/ei/images/AF25/AF2025_Submission%20Template_Paper_Presentation.docx
https://secure.tcc.co.nz/ei/images/AF25/AF2025_Submission%20Template_Panel.docx
https://secure.tcc.co.nz/ei/images/AF25/AF2025_Submission%20Template_Co-creation_Session.docx
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